Reflection Questions for October 18, 2009
The Dysfunction of Discord: 1 Corinthians 1-4, 6:1-8

Why do you suppose Paul mentions Sosthenes as a co-author (1 Cor 1:1,
Acts 18:12-17)?

In Paul’s opening thanksgiving paragraph (1 Cor 1:4-9), he foreshadows
some of what he will be writing about later in the letter. What themes do
you detect here?

In 1 Cor 1:10-16, Paul identifies several factions. What are these, and what
does he mean when he writes, “Christ did not send me to baptize but to
preach the Gospel” (v. 17a)?

(Over)



In 1 Cor 1:18-3:23, Paul compares and contrasts “worldly wisdom” with the
“wisdom of God.” What are the differences between the two, and how do
these apply to the problems at Corinth?

Paul holds up himself and the other apostles as examples in chapter 4. What
hallmarks of apostleship does he highlight, and how do these contrast with
the actions of the Corinthians?

How might 21* Century Christians imitate the model Paul and the other
apostles sought to embody?

In 1 Cor 6:1-8, Paul chastises some of the Corinthians for bringing civil
suits against each other. Would you interpret this as a ban against such
lawsuits for Christians? Why or why not?



